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Three district court judges were confirmed by the Nav-
ajo Nation Council in December 2019 and an associate 
justice of the Supreme Court was confirmed in January 
2020. These confirmations fill long-standing vacancies 
to the Navajo Nation Courts.   

The Navajo Nation Council unanimously confirmed the 
Honorable Tina Tsinigine as probationary Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the Navajo Nation on 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020. Chief Justice JoAnn Jayne 
administered the oath of office to the new justice follow-
ing the confirmation vote.  

Tsinigine was appointed by President Jonathan Nez on 
January 9, 2020. In the appointment letter, President 
Nez stated, ñYour time as a District Court judge gives 
you the experience of knowing the issues brought by our 
People and the courtôs process and procedures that will 
help you in deciding cases that will guide the Nation in 
the future.ò  

Tsinigine is Tğô²z² Ğ§n² born for Kinyaaô§aniii. Her ma-

ternal grandfather is BǱǱh Bitooônii and her paternal 
grandfather is Ts® Deeshgiizhnii. She is originally from 
Coppermine, Ariz. Tsinigine earned her bachelor of arts 
degree in mathematics from Arizona State University, 
master of arts degree in Indigenous Nations Studies 
from the University of Kansas, and juris doctor degree 
from the University of New Mexico School of Law.  

Tsinigine was a staff attorney for the Navajo Nation 
Judicial Branch at the Tuba City Judicial District for 
nine years before becoming a district court judge in Oc-
tober 2017. She is a member of the Navajo Nation Bar 
Association and Arizona State Bar Association.  

Justice Tsinigine fills a position that has been vacant 
since October 2010. She joins Chief Justice Jayne and 
Associate Justice Eleanor Shirley on the Supreme Court.  
Three probationary district court judges were con-
firmed by the Navajo Nation Council on Thursday, De-
cember 19, 2019. Neomi Gilmore, Letitia Stover and 
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Associate Justice Eleanor Shirley, Associate Justice Tina Tsinigine and Chief Justice JoAnn Jayne after Justice 
Tsinigineôs confirmation and swearing in on January 28, 2020. 
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Quarterly message of the Chief Justice 

Y§õ§tõ®®h, Sh² D²n®Dóó Ado ahatõaj²²Na-

taani 24th Honorable Navajo Nation Council Delegates;

Dóó Hózhóójí Nahatõaj²² NataaniJonathan Nez; Doo 

Myron Lizer Dóódistinguished guests.

I respectfully present you the Hashk®®j² Nahatõaj²² (Judicial 

Branch)  First  Quarterly  Report  for  Fiscal  Year  2020

GhŇŇj²Separation of Seasons;Nilchõitsõ·s²Small Wind;

Nilchõitsoh, Big Wind. 
A HIGHLIGHT IN THIS QUARTER:  3 NEW NAVAJO NATION 

PROBATIONARY JUDGES: The Hashk®®j² Nahatõ§ Branch 

extends a heartfelt appreciation to the Hashk®®j² Nahatõ§ 

Branch employees, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez, 

Navajo Nation Law and Order Committee, Navajo Nation 

Naaõbikõiyatiõ Committee, and the 24th  Navajo  Nation 

Council - Nahatõaj²² Naõhataa Branch for the confirmation 

of three (3) new Navajo Nation probationary judges on De-

cember 19, 2019.   

The addition of 3 new judges will expand the ability of the 

Navajo Nation courts to adjudicate more cases in a shorter 

time frame.  It has always been the vision and requirement 

of the Judicial Branch to attend to cases in the most effi-

cient and effective means possible.  The addition of 3 new 

judges  increases  the  ability  to  fully  pursue  Diné  bi 

beenahazõ §anii which allows the Judicial Branch to em-

body the traditional values and processes of the Navajo 

People. 

The achievement of recruiting 3 new district court judges 

is monumental.  The work, however, is not done since 

there exists seven (7) district court judge vacancies in the 

Navajo Nation.     

THE NAVAJO NATION SUPREME COURT IS CLOSE TO AC-

QUIRING A FULL PANEL: The Navajo Nation Supreme Court 

consists of the Chief Justice and two (2) associate justices. 

There has been a gap of nearly ten (10) years since a full 

panel of the Navajo Nation Supreme Court has existed.  

Currently, JoAnn B. Jayne is the Chief Justice and one of 

the Associate Justices is Justice Eleanor Shirley.  Without a 

second associate justice, district court judges had been 

called upon to sit as an associate justice by designation as 

allowable in the Navajo Nation Code.  This designation cre-

ated a decade of district court judges spending time be-

tween their district court cases and some supreme court 

cases.  During this first quarter of 2020, two (2) Associate 

justice applicants were under consideration by the Judicial 

Conduct Commission who sent both applicants to Presi-

dent Jonathan Nez for his consideration. The Hashkééjí 

Nahatõaj²² (Judicial Branch) has worked extremely hard to 

recruit candidates to fill the second associate justice posi-

tion.  

JUDGESõ TRAINING AND DIN£ COLLEGE OF LAW:  The Na-

tional Judicial College, Reno, Nevada has been the ògo toó 

training arena for the Navajo Nation judges for many 

years.  My observation, in 2018, was that we spent thou-

sands of dollars off the Navajo Nation for legal training.  

My thought and vision has been that we need to stay local 

for training since we have our own Navajo legal experts to 

call upon.  To that end, all of the 2018 training require-

ments (14 hours of legal training per year) for Navajo Na-

tion judges was fulfilled within the Navajo Nation and 

taught by Navajo legal experts.  Based on this accomplish-

ment, and to remain on the Nation in the future, I present-

ed the idea of staying local with Diné College (not aware 

that efforts had begun for the establishment of a Dineõ 

College of Law).  Thus, we reached out to Dineõ College to 

assist us with training resources and personnel for training 

for judges and staff.  During these rounds of conversations 

about training, Diné College President reached out to the 

Judicial Branch for input for their development of a College 

of Law.    

2021 and 2022 NAVAJO NATION GENERAL FUND BUDG-

ETS:  The  Hashk®®j²  Nahatõ§  Branch  received  a 

$1,550,659 Million increase in General Funds in the last 2 

budget cycles for 2019 and 2020.  We received Navajo 

Nation General Funds of $14,924,653 for the current Fis-

cal Year 2020.  The submission of the 2021 budget is now 

underway.  And it is not too soon to look at 2022.  There 

are 193 employees funded by general funds and 28 em-

ployees funded by Public Law 93-638 funds.  The Hash-

k®®j² Nahatõ§ Branch has done its fair share of efforts to 

secure approximately $4,782,641 external funds, includ-

ing Bureau of Indian Affairs and U.S. Department of Justice 

funds.    

FACILITY NEEDS CONTINUES TO BE A PRIORITY:  The pro-

posed Shiprock Judicial Complex includes a court building 

and remains on priority setting due to inadequate room 

and unsafe building conditions.  The current court case-

load cannot be sustained in the present quarters.  Like-

wise, the Kayenta Judicial District building cannot continue 

to sustain caseloads.  The Window Rock District Court 

moved its operation within the Administration of Courts 

building in 2018 due to an unsafe building.  The staff con-

tinues to operation under these conditions until other 

buildings are secured.  With assistance and support from 

the Law and Order Committee of the 24th Navajo Nation 

Council, we continue to look for court space and funding.    

   The Hashk®®j² Nahatõ§ branch highlights its accomplish-
ments in the 1st Quarterly 2020 report to the Legislative 

and Executive branches and to the Diné.  ǒ 
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Associate Justice, Judges confirmed  

Malcolm Laughing each took the oath of office 
administered by Chief Justice JoAnn Jayne imme-
diately following the respective votes on the con-
firmation.  

The legislation to confirm Tsinigine was spon-
sored by Navajo Nation Council Delegate Ed-
mund Yazzie. Each of the legislation to confirm 
the district court judges was sponsored by Dele-
gate Otto Tso.  
Judge Gilmore is originally from Bahastlôah 
(Twin Lakes), N.M. She attended University of 
Idaho Law School where she earned a juris doctor 
degree. After law school, Ms. Gilmore served as 
Attorney Candidate of the Navajo Nation Depart-
ment of Justice Chapters Unit serving 110 Chap-
ters and the Administrative Service Centers.  
Judge Stover is originally from Naatsisô§§n 
(Navajo Mountain). She attended University of 
South Dakota School of Law earning a juris doc-
tor and received her Masters of Law (LLM) from 
the University of Arizona. Before she went back 
to law school, Stover was a teacher. She was the 
staff attorney for Kayenta Judicial District Court 
for the past five years.  
Judge Laughing is from Crystal, N.M. He has an 
associate of arts degree in pre-business admin-
istration and associate of applied science in tribal 
court advocate. He has over 17 years tribal advo-
cate legal experience including employment with 
Navajo Housing Authority, Navajo Nation Credit 
Services, Navajo Nation Public Defenderôs Office 
and private practice.  
Judge Gilmore is assigned to the Dilkon Judicial 
District; Judge Stover is assigned to the Kayenta 
Judicial District; and Judge Laughing is assigned 
to the Tuba City Judicial District. 
The process of appointing a Navajo Nation judge 
or justice is one that involves all three branches of 
the Navajo Nation government. The Judicial 
Branch receives the applications. The Judicial 
Conduct Commission screens the applicants and 
forwards those who are deemed to be qualified to 
the Navajo Nation President  for consideration of 
appointment. The Navajo Nation Council con-
firms the appointments for a two-year probation-
ary period. Following the probationary period, the 
judge or justice is evaluated and considered for 
permanent appointment and confirmation.  
The Judicial Branch of the Navajo Nation contin-
ues to recruit for applicants for judge as there re-
mains vacancies for eight district court judges. 
For more information on qualifications and how 
to apply, visit www.navajocourts.org/
vacancies.htm. ǒ 
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Judge Neomi Gilmore takes the oath of office. 

Judge Malcolm Laughter takes the oath of office. 

Judge Letitia Stover takes the oath of office. 


